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Art. IV. Notice of an Experiment on the Vascular Connexion of 
Mother and Foetus. By W. E. Horner, Professor of Anatomy 
in the University of Pennsylvania. 

A WHITE female, aged twenty-four years, being in the ninth 
month of pregnancy, died, April 25 th, 1833, at the Philadelphia Alms¬ 
house. The next day, in the presence of several of the physicians 
and students, I injected through the aorta one gallon of the saturated 
solution of prussiate of potash, and afterwards an equal quantity of 
a saturated solution of sulphate of iron. The injection penetrated 
minutely, and the precipitate of Prussian blue was visible in many 
points of the skin, having imparted a deep tinge to the face. The 
uterus being exposed after a few minutes, the uterine arteries were 
found well injected, but the injection did not reach the umbilical 
chord as was ascertained by inspection; and also by chemical tests 
applied by my young friend, Dr. Goddard, who afforded me much 
assistance in the whole process, and to whose manipulations and sug¬ 
gestion I was indebted for the injecting articles used. 

Having removed the uterus, and conveyed it to the University, I 
resumed the experiment the next day in the presence of a large con¬ 
course of students and several practitioners. All the vessels of the 
umbilical cord were first injected with a saturated solution of bichro¬ 
mate of potash, and then with a saturated solution of sugar of lead; 
a beautiful yellow precipitate, the bichromate of lead, occurred wher¬ 
ever the injection reached. I then injected the uterine sinuses with 
the prussiate of potash and sulphate of iron, as on the day before. 
The umbilical vessels were then filled with plaster of Paris coloured 
yellow, and the sinuses of the uterus with the same coloured blue, 
the latter vessels received readily eighteen ounces of the plaster. 

A short time having been allowed for the settingof the injection, I then 
cut into the substance of the uterus and placenta. No yellow vessels 
marking the presence of the bichromate of lead were found in the sub¬ 
stance of the uterus. The placenta was much infiltrated with the prus¬ 
siate of iron, which had passed from the vessels of the uterus, and quan¬ 
tities of plaster were found in the cavity of the latter. It may also be 
mentioned, that in the progress of the injection into the uterine 
sinuses, the membranes were raised from the uterus in vesications. 

The parts were then put aside for future examination. The uterus 
being distended, it was sufficiently dried in a fortnight for further 
inspection, upon which I could not still find any blue injection in the 
umbilical vessels of the placenta, or yellow injection in the vessels of 
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Mott s Case of Aneurism. 


s.st.ng of two parts closely interlocked, one fetal and the other 

Sr 

and the uterine colour almost to the summit of the placenta V " ’ 

the circumstances of a single observation. ° 7 tmg 


ThJv^T f r- U ? Sm ° f lke risht Hainan Artery, in which 
that Vessel was Tied within the Scaleni Muscles. By V ale 't s 

ffeColle rp ra r ° f Patholo S ical and Operative Surgery in 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 7 

JN the early part of September, 1831 , I was requested to visit Mrs 
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quent appearance of a small throbbing tumour above the collar bone 
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. . JU a ment. On examination, I found a tumour as large as a lien’s 



